
What we need: 

The Marine Corps needs a 
sustained commitment of an 
additional $5 million each year to 
maintain our training areas.  This 
small investment in the future of our 
range and maneuver areas will pay 
significant dividends in the readiness 
of our Corps. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our bases and stations are the launching points 
for deploying units of the Operating Forces, and 
they are home to our Marine families. We must 
ensure that they provide adequate ranges and 
training facilities, are environmentally sound, 
and promote the overall health and well being of 
our Marines, our civilians, and our families. 

J. L. Jones, Commandant of the Marine Corps, 
March 1, 2000, Senate Appropriations 

Committee, Subcommittee on Defense 
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Where we are: 
The Marine Corps maintains 2.2 million 
acres of land to provide support for our 
expeditionary forces.  Included in these 
lands are over a million acres of training 
and maneuver areas.  These resources are 
critical for force readiness and power 
projection capability.  Rapid urban growth 
around our installations, increasing 
environmental restrictions, changing 
tactics and doctrine, and improvements in 
the scope and range of our weapons 
systems threaten future military value and 
availability of these lands.     

The Marine Corps must be more proactive 
in protecting access to our training areas 
for future generation of Marines.  
Sustaining our ranges will cost an 
additional $5 million per year over the 
Future Years Defense Plan. 

 

 

Where we are going: 
The Marine Corps must first maintain 
access to current training areas without 
further restrictions. Ultimately our goal is 
to free up more land for training.  We will 
achieve this goal through: 
 
• Continued excellent stewardship of the 

resources entrusted to us.  
• Improved long-range planning. 
• Proactive encroachment control. 
 
 

How we’re getting 
there: 

Our plan to accomplish this goal includes 
the following:  
 
• Establish/Reinforce Community 

Plans and Liaison Offices at all 
bases and stations to maintain 
situational awareness of both military 
and community concerns and work 
local solutions. 

 
• Increase range management staff at 

selected Marine Corps installations to 
better manage natural and cultural 
resources while minimizing mission 
impacts. 

 

• Conduct Alternative Future Studies 
at selected Marine Corps installations 
to identify potential future conflicts 
between our installations and the 
surrounding civilian communities.  

• Establish and implement 
Integrated Natural Resources 
Management Plans at all installations 
to better manage natural resources and 
reduce restrictions on land use. 

• Conduct Unexploded Ordnance 
(UXO) studies to proactively evaluate 
the potential environmental impacts of 
UXO. 

• Conduct other studies (e.g., Air 
Installation Compatible Use Zone, 
Range Installation Compatible Use 
Zone, Joint Land Use Studies) 
targeted to permit better land use 
management and compatible 
development in the surrounding 
communities. 

 
  


